
50th Anniversary Celebration
AND

RANnual Celebration 2026



Tonight’s Agenda:
1. Review Club’s timeline

2. Check out our old races

3. Past board presidents

4. Our future

5. Thank You’s

6. In Memoriam

7. Grand Prix

8. Rob Bell Awards

9. Good Night!



It all started on the 
East side of Tucson 
with some intrepid 
souls wanting to bring 
racing to Tucson. 

If you listen closely to 
the winds of the 
Rincons you will hear 
the echoes of a 
distant voice telling us 
t0…Keep on trucking

“Southwest Truckers”



These 
pioneers had 
a bold idea to 
bring 
organized 
running 
events to the 
Sonoran 
desert. 

FIFTY years 
later, we 
honor their 
vision.



In the 
early 
days…

ØThe Southwest Truckers 
started with 6 members, Joe 
Cary was the 7th and quickly 
became the club’s leader
ØThe Southern Arizona 

Roadrunners officially started 
November 20, 1976 
ØBy this time SAR had 

approximately 60 members 



SAR’s First Board of Directors 

� Joe Cary – President

� Paul Yeatts – Vice President

� Ken Young – Historian

� Jack Deweese – Treasurer

� Chuck Kerr – Newsletter

� Steve Oliver – Secretary

� Kai Haber – Publicity Chairman

� Mark Kelleher – RRCA State Coordinator



The first race as the 
Southern Arizona 
Roadrunners took 
place on December 
5, 1976.

U of A All American 
Thom Hunt won 
the men’s race. 
Cholla HS grad 
Margie Lopez won 
the women’s race.



Joe Cary was a 
tireless advocate 
for organized 
running events in 
the early years of 
the Club.

“Joe Cary’s goal is 
for every Tucsonan 
to run two to three 
miles every other 
day.”



One of SAR’s 
early race 
starts.  

Notice there 
is no arch! 
And it looks 
like many of 
them don’t 
have any 
watches on!!



Early examples of 
SAR’s Newsletter

In 1980 the 
Roadrunner is  
announcing the 
Grand Prix and in 
1996 Jim Irish 
announces SAR’s 
internet presence!



Here is a list 
of some of 
SAR’s 
earliest 
Races – the 
Club put on a 
lot of longer 
races…

Ø12/05/1976-Southern 
Arizona Roadrunners 
20KM 

Ø12/26/1976-San Xavier 6 
Mile Run

Ø01/22/1977-Five Mile 
Ruthrauff Road Run

Ø01/30/1977-Houghton 
Road 25K

Ø02/12/1977-Arizona 
Admissions Day Marathon

Ø03/27/1977-Tucson Sun Run 

Ø09/05/1977-Saguaro 
National Monument Run

Ø  09/11/1977-Mt Lemmon 3 
Mile Road Race

Ø 10/02/1977-Sahuaro High 
School 10 Miler 

Ø 10/30/1977-San Xavier 6 Mile 
Run

Ø 11/15/1977-Pantano Park 5K

Ø 11/20/1977-Four Mile Turkey Trot

Ø 12/18/1977-Sabino High 
School 12K

Ø 12/24/1977-Silverbell 15K

Ø 12/31/1977-Sunrise Road Run 

Ø 01/07/1978-Five Mile Ruthrauff 
Road Run

Ø 01/28/1978-Corona De Tucson 
25K



Let’s get 
back to 
these 1979 
numbers!



Another 
mainstay of 
SAR’s racing 
Calendar – 
The 10 mile 
Special 
Olympics 
Benefits Run



POP 
QUIZ!

1. What was Southwest Truckers first race 
in 1971?

 A. Saguaro Monument 
2. Who won SAR’s first Sun Run?
 A. Frank Shorter
3. What distance was the early Sun Run 

Races?
 A. 15k
4. How many Board Presidents has SAR 

had?
 A. 30
5. Who was SAR’s first official Sponsor?
 A. Brings Funeral Home



Past Board 
Presidents – 
All 30 of 
them for the 
past 50 years

1. 1976-1979: Joe Cary

2. 1979-1981: Larry Schloss

3. 198?-1985: Nikki Chayet

4. 1981-1982: Sandy Solot

5. 1982-198?: Bill Mangold

6. 1985-1987: Dale Cutler

7. 1987-1988: John Norris

8. 1988-1989: Bruce Steenson

9. 1989-1990: Chuck Koch

10. 1990-1991: Bob Nardone

11. 1991-1992: Gary Denny

12. 1992-1993: Ken Radon

13. 1993-1994: Elisa Kinder

14. 1994-1995: Bob Trame

15. 1995-1996: Kevin McAloon

16. 1996-1997: Jocelyn Riley

17. 1997-2001: Jim Irish

18. 2001-2002: Kevin Gaither-Banchoff

19. 2002-2009: Randy Accetta

20. 2009-2012: Mary Lasser

21. 2012-2014: Steve Outridge

22. 2015-2017: Tim Bentley

23. 2017-2018: Michael Miller

24. 2018-2019: Dari Duval and Diane Manzini

25. 2019-2020: Amye Chaparro

26. 2020-2022: Lauren Erdelyi

27. 2022-2023: Caroline Gardiner

28. 2023-2024: Caroline Gardiner and Greg 

Wenneborg

29. 2024-2025: Caroline Gardiner

30. 2025 - ????: Craig McCarthy



Let’s recognize 
past 
presidents and 
important 
folks who help 
the club who 
are here 
tonight (in no 
particular 
order…)

Randy Accetta, Tim Bentley, Lucas Tyler, Greg Wenneborg 
– All pillars of our running community!



Randy Accetta 
and Greg 
Wenneborg



Tim Bentley 
and Lucas 
Tyler



Amye Chaparro and Caroline Gardiner



Steve 
Outridge and 
Jim Irish
There are 
many people 
who have 
been 
important in 
SAR’s history. 
We could not 
list them all, so 
thank you to 
the many 
people who 
have made 
SAR a success 
for 50 years. 



Current 
Board and 
Race 
Directors

Executive Board:
Craig McCarthy – President
Vacant – Vice President
Dave Dixon – Treasurer
Robert Rezetko – Recording Secretary
Wayne Lubis – Membership Secretary
Greg Wenneborg – Materials Officer

Members at Large:
Mohammed Al-Sammak
Tania Brasfield
Joshua Cabe
Caroline Gardiner
Davis Hubbell
Veronica Przybyl
Lucas Tyler – Office Manager
Mike Urbanski
Sarah Wolf

Race Directors:
Randy Acceta
Monica  Bermudez
Kevin Jokisch
Steve Outridge
Kelly Thrush
Lucas Tyler
Mike Urbanski



Thank you 
former Board 
Members for 
your hard 
work and 
dedication

Ø Donna Gracia

Ø Ashley Levy

Ø Kris Fitzharris

Ø Amairani Garcia

Ø Leyra Reza



Vs. This?

SAR’s Future:

Do you 
remember 
this? 



New Things 
SAR wants to 
do with your 
help….

Who likes paying those extra fees on 
RunSignup??

SAR has approved for all SAR members 
who use RunSignup to register for SAR 
races that SAR will pay the credit card 
fees!

Sign up to be a member today and save 
on all credit card fees in 2026 for every 
registration. 

Our goal is to have everyone use 
RunSignup so we are more efficient with 
registration especially on race day.



Everyone 
Gets a SAR 
Magnet!



SAR had over 
10,000 
finishers in 
2025, the 
most in a long 
time, and a 
majority were 
women!

Female Finishers
54%

Male Finishers
46%



2025 
Financials 
and 
Donations

Ø SAR had a profit of over $24,000

Ø SAR donated almost $64,000 to 23 

charities

Ø Since 2019 SAR has donated almost 

$260,000 to help Tucson organizations

Ø SAR membership is now over 1,000 

members

Ø Children Fitness fund donated over 

$7,000 to 8 different organizations

Ø SAR helped the Kiwanis Club with their 

middle school cross country race with 

funds and volunteers

Ø FitKidz had over 684 finishers



We can’t do it 
without our 
Volunteers…

We had over 
240 different 
volunteers who 
collectively 
volunteered for 
1,090 hours! 

Here are our top 
contributors.

Gary Giese 50            
Dave Dixon 49            
Agata Orlinski 47            
Joshua Cabe 42            
Joseph Moreno 38            
Caroline Gardiner 38            
Ashley Levy 32            
Craig McCarthy 31            
Wayne Lubis 29            
Kevin Bond 29            



We can’t do it without our 
Volunteers…

Here is a list of everyone 
who earned a voucher for 
$35 toward any SAR race 
(except Sabino Canyon)

Carole Torpey 19           
Midge Ochart 17           
Kathy Barlow 16           
MackenzieFritz 16           
Stephanie Meron 13           
Connie Lopez 13           
Michelle Hawk 11           
Maureen Cunningham 10           
Stephen Moore 10           
Tim Gilbert 9              
Joan D'Alonzo 8              
Chris Fall 8              
Steve Outridge 8              
Cindy Feaman 7              
Doreen Thomas 7              
Janet Holland 6              
Susana Vega 6              
Merry Dearmon 6              
Denise Fall 6              
Brian LeRoy 6              
Adalberto Corella 6              
John Omasta 6              



And Our 
FitKidz 
Volunteers!

Dylan Averill
Aaron Davis
Amairani Garcia
Craig McCarthy
Judy McCarthy
Kathy Nunez
Layra Reza
Joshua Tennenbaum
Susana Vega
John Ward



We also 
work with 
some 
awesome 
Sponsors 
and 
Partners

Partners:
1. The Runner Shop
2. Roadrunners Race Timing
3. RunTucson
4. Adaptive Athletics
5. RRCA

Club Sponsors:
1. Yoga Pod
2. GS-JJ.com 



And all our 
individual 
Race 
Sponsors
All 45!

1 AMR
2 Arizona Pristine Roofing
3 Banner Health
4 Bookman's
5 Brooks
6 Bruegger’s Bagels
7 Cigna Healthcare
8 Coffee Times
9 Cox Communications

10 Damion Alexander
11 Desert Diamond Casino
12 Downtown Tucson Partnership
13 Dr. Gann’s Diet of Hope
14 EEGEE's
15 Exclusive Escapes

16 Fleet Feet
17 Fyzical
18 Gentle Ben's
19 Hanger Clinic
20 Jim Click
21 KGUN The Morning Blend
22 Maingate Square
23 National Association of Women in Construction
24 Natural Grocers
25 Performance Footwear
26 Petroglyphs
27 Radiology Limited
28 Relationship Renovation
29 Ridgeway Private Wealth
30 RightSure

31 Rio Nuevo
32 Skratch Labs
33 Smith Performance
34 Southern Arizona Cleaning Supply
35 Sparkletts Water
36 St. Patricks Day Parade of Tucson
37 Sunset Embrodery and Screen Printing
38 Team Woodall
39 Texas Roadhouse
40 This is Tucson
41 Tile Outlet
42 TMC Health
43 VIP Mortgage
44 Visit Tucson
45 Yoga Six

Title Sponsors 
include TMC 
Health and  Dr. 
Gann’s Diet of 
Hope



We also have 
some great 
Happy Hour 
Hobble 
Sponsors!! 
Thank you for 
making running 
fun. 
Thank you to 
Noemi and 
Craig Mills for all 
your hard work.

� The Broadway
� Crooked Tooth Brewing Co.
� Dragoon Brewing Company
� Westbound
� Screwbean Brewing
� Three Canyon
� Slow Body Beer
� Gentle Ben's



Paul Robilla – 
Paul has been a 
long time SAR 
member and has 
too many State 
age group 
records to even 
begin to list 
them out…

In Memoriam



And now for 
the Grand 
Prix



The Running Shop 
Grand Prix Overall & Master Winners

Women’s Overall
5. Hannah Shy
4. Janet Holland
3. Leandra Fifer
2. Marikate Murphy
1. Jori Galles

Men’s Overall
5. Nigel Gruff
4. Max Miller
3. Rogelio Hernandez
2. Neil Lenneman
5. Jose Delgado

Women’s Master
3. Cindy Feaman

2. Marjanne Magana

1. Jennifer Peters

Men’s Master
3. Craig Milles

2. Brian Leroy

1. Lucas Tyler

Duo Team – Male
Luke Senner



14 Races
1. Joe Faulk
2. Jennifer Peters

Who ran all the Grand Prix Races??



Spirit of Rob Bell Award

� In August 2000, Rob Bell, 
an avid and middle-of-
the-pack runner in 
Southern Arizona, passed 
away during a workout.  

� He was a kind and soft-
spoken man who loved to 
run and to race and was 
always aware of the 
successes of other 
runners.  

� In his memory, an award 
was created with the 
support of two of Rob’s 
running friends.  This 
award is meant to 
recognize someone in the 
local running community 
whose enthusiasm for our 
sport embodies the spirit 
of Rob Bell. 

2024 Anne Hoff and Emily Truong
2023 Donna McMordie & Brandy Dujmic
2022: Autumn and Brandon Ball & Kelly Thrush
2019: Steve Sheldon, Denise & Steve King
2018: Noemi Mills & Sharon Silvas
2017: Jeri Baker & Geoff Schmidt
2016: Matt Frantz & Marti Ackerman
2015: Anna Carr & Shokofeh Motlagh
2014: Leo Richard
2013: Michelle Hawk
2012: Kamran Talattof
2011: Benito Gonzalez
2010: Craig Dabler
2009: Jolene Jones
2008: Gerry and Sully Sullivan
2007: Elisa Kinder
2006: Michele and Dave Hill
2005: Dorothy Wilhelmson
2004: Rick Fenno
2003: Jennifer Argraves
2002: William Chapdelain
2001: Connie Lopez

Previous Winners



Bob 
Arendt

Spirit of Rob Bell Award



Steve 
Taggert

Spirit of Rob Bell Award



Please give 
Doreen Davis 
a huge round 
of applause 
for once 
again 
organizing 
this party!



Thank You!

runsar.org

Facebook.com/azroadrunners

@runsar

www.strava.com/clubs/SouthernAZRoadrunners

See You Next Year and Have a Great 2026


